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This is the fourth lecture in a series being hosted by Middle East Studies at Marine Corps University 

entitled “Framing the Iranian Challenge”. 

 

Michael Eisenstadt is a senior fellow and director of The Washington Institute's Military and Security 

Studies Program. A specialist in Persian Gulf and Arab-Israeli security affairs, he has published widely 

on the armed forces, irregular and conventional warfare, and nuclear weapons proliferation of the 

Middle East. Prior to joining the Institute in 1989, Mr. Eisenstadt worked as a military analyst with the 

U.S. government. Mr. Eisenstadt served for twenty-six years as an officer in the U.S. Army Reserve 

before retiring with the rank of lieutenant colonel in 2010. His military service included active-duty 

tours in Iraq, Jerusalem, the West Bank, Jordan and Turkey. He has also served in a civilian capacity 

on the Multinational Force-Iraq/U.S. Embassy Baghdad Joint Campaign Plan Assessment Team; and as 

an advisor or consultant to the congressionally mandated Iraq Study Group, the National Academies 

Committee on Defeating IEDs, the Multinational Corps-Iraq Information Operations Task Force, and 

the State Department's Future of Iraq defense policy working group. He also worked on the 1992 U.S. 

Air Force Gulf War Air Power Survey. Mr. Eisenstadt earned an MA in Arab Studies from Georgetown 

University and has traveled widely in the Middle East.  
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For more information about the MES Iran Lecture Series, or to RSVP, please contact Adam C Seitz, 

Senior Research Associate MES at MCU, at (703) 432-5260 or seitzac@grc.usmcu.edu. 
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